PALOMARES PARENT TEACHER CLUB’S
GARDEN CLUB
Plan and Vision 2018-19

Proposal:
To plan, develop an initial set-up and create a sustainable year long and seasonal:

Botanical Reading Garden — Behind Administration/library

Autumn planting / Spring Harvested crops — Behind 4™ grade classroom

Herb Garden — Behind 4" grade classroom

Sustainable Butterfly Oasis Farm and release area — Behind 3™ grade classroom

Objective:
To provide a way for Palomares Elementary students AND their families to:

Participate

Learning how to

Growing in knowledge

Experiment with hypothesis, trial and error in gardening

Developing joy and skill to prepare, plant, care for

Reap the rewards of hard persistent work required to produce a sustainable garden.

Enjoy the tranquility of an outdoor reading area

Learn by personal observation of the life cycle of the monarch butterfly on our own campus.

Benefits:
Additional Afterschool, weekend or during school (coordinated with classroom teachers) Science program

option.
[ ]

Goals:

Provide at school science/research outdoor laboratory for teachers

Hands on environment — engage students

Introduce more students to the Science of Agriculture

Make available to all students — no boundaries

Build confidence in a scientific environment

No cost to families

Build interest and possible feed personal home projects for the entire family
Community Building — parent engagement

Enhance Science program at Palomares Elementary

Make it at no cost so there is no barrier for participation

Build Community

In Spring, to have a real “Harvest Festival” to celebrate the program’s success and reap and
share the bounty of the collaborative effort of the program.

Research:

Contact Stanton Elementary to ask for a visiting tour of their Garden, their plans, scope of project,
budget, projects, maintenance, expectations, yield of produce etc. — why recreate the wheel if one
has already been made and successful. We just tweak to our liking!

How to create a habitable butterfly habitat — Many local organizations to assist us, provide
knowledge to make it successful. What plants need to be planted and maintained to have a
sustained food and water source for the butterfly environment? What we need to do for the
fountain to provide clean water source free from contamination?

Are our current garden boxes adequate for the scope of the Crop and Herb garden project?



e Condition of the current benches behind the library? Repaint? Resurface? Insect control?
Parent Leads
e Erika Mcnally - emcnally7289@gmail.com
e Kathlena Austin - kathlenacombes@gmail.com
PPTC Board Overwatch:
e Co-President, Peter Tomita — pptc.president@gmail.com
Set-up
e Three tier participant system
o  Student involvement
o Teacher outdoor classrooms
o Parent Volunteer participation
Season: Fall to Spring
Necessary Equipment
e PPTC Beautification Shed has all the necessary gardening tools, irrigation and most supplies
Garden Boxes — refurbish, remake or purchase
Trellis’
Construction of the Butterfly Oasis
Top Soil, Soil Amendments and compost
Botanical Garden Reading area seating
Walking paths
e Mulch
District Requirements
e Program is run by Parent Group for the Students, no additional cost
e If program is Parent/Teacher run
o Parent Volunteers need:
m Fingerprinting
TB Shots update
Background Check
Megan Law
Keenan training modules to include:

TBD

Fiscal Impact:
e TBD

Funding Resources:
e CV Educational Foundation Grants
e Local Business Donations



e Major Hardware / Gardening store Grants
e Recurring Grants
e PPTC Line Item Budget
Day/Time Requirement schedule:
e Afterschool Activity — Day of the week TBD
e During School only when Teacher’s coordinate with Parent Leads
e Start seed planting as soon as school starts. Plant and maintain during fall and winter months.
Harvest in Spring. This way the entire cycle is during the school year and not during the summer
months where there are no students on campus. During the summer months we can turn the soil
to rest a season until fall planting comes around. Now it's teachable and sustainable with limited
maintenance during the dormant summer months.
Resources:
School Butterfly Gardens
Monarch butterfly garden
SF Bay Wildlife - Butterflies
https://butterflywebsite.com/butterfly-gardening.cfm
https://butterflywebsite.com/butterfly-gardening.cfm
www.edengardenclub.com

Complementary Overlapping Activities:
e Campus Beautification
e Harvest Festival (Spring)
e 1% Grade Butterfly Field Trip

(please see below for images:)


https://monarchbutterflygarden.net/school-butterfly-garden-checklist-teachers
https://monarchbutterflygarden.net/how-to-start-monarch-butterfly-garden/
http://www.sfbaywildlife.info/activities/butterfly_counts.htm
https://butterflywebsite.com/butterfly-gardening.cfm
https://butterflywebsite.com/butterfly-gardening.cfm
http://www.edengardenclub.com/

Proposed location for Fall Garden (current existing kindergarten garden)







